TENNESSEE

RADNOR LAKE
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Radnor Lake State Natural Area
is located in the Overton Hills, remnants of the western
highland rim, seven miles south of downtown Nashuville.
This 1,200~acre area preserves beautiful scenery and a
diversity of natural habitats. Acluatic resources include
the lalce] small streams, and a P|acic| slough. Terrestrial
habitats of young and mature forest cover the hills and
hollows. The area has some of the l'}ighest elevations in
the Nashville Basin.  wildlife is amazing[lj abundant.
Birds are numerous, es ecia”y during migration, and
when winterin watemcowr)are Present. Most visitors see
deer and turﬁes and some get to see other re tiles,
am I‘libians, and mammals such as beaver ancF river
otter. Litera”y hundreds of sPecies of Plants live here.
SPring wildflowers grow in sPectacular abundance and
lush growths of heis, mosses, Fungi, and ferns grow in
season while shrubs, vines, and magniﬁ'cent trees are
CVEn Present.

Visitors’ Center

There is a Visitor Center located at the West Entrance
that provides information including maps, broc]'wures,
and interpretive exhibits. Information is also available at
the East entrance restroom kiosk and at the historic
caretaker’s residence kiosk at the sPi”wag bric[ge‘

Hiking & Biking

The trail system at Radnor includes 6 miles of hikin
trails around the lake and thru the hills. Otter Cree%
Road and the road across the dam Provide 2 Paved
venue for wa”cing, biking, and wa”dng Pets.

Planned Programs

Park Ranger led environmental educational programs
ranging from wildflower hikes to reptile programs are
ava%a e ata varietg of times. A program schedule list-
ing programs led bg state Parlc ranl;gers is available at the
Visitor Center or at www.radnorla e.org.

Historical Signi{:icance

The 85-acre lake was impounded in 1914 bg the Louisville
and Nashville Railroad Company to furnish water for
steam engines and the livestock at the nearbg Radnor
Rail Yard. It was also intended to Provide hunting and
fishin preserve for L&N emPlo ces and their guests.
Wild]ié, esPecia”H birds, was agunclant even in these
early years of the lake. In 1923, the executive vice Presi-
dentof L&N stoPPecl all hunting and declared the area a
wildlife sanctuary at the recluest of the Tennessee
Ornithological Societg. The railroad’s use of the water
ended in ﬁ\e 1940’s and in 1962 the area was sold and
Elans for home sites were developed. Public sentiment
or Preservation of the area started growing immediate-
ly. Unfortunately, Nashville’s attempts to acquire the
Igncl for the Boarg of Parks and Recreation were unsuc-
cessful. Fina”y, in 197, the State of Tennessee with the
financial assistance of the federal government and thou-
sands of concerned citizens purc ased the site as the
first official comPonen’c of the State Natural Areas
SHStem‘

FAQ

Q: What makes Radnor Lake unique?

A: Radnor Lake is one of the largest Pockets of wilder-
ness in the United States in close Proximitg to a major
cit?. Status as a frotected ecosystem allows a remark-
able diversitg and abundance of wildlife and Plant life to

thrive. A Proximatelg 240 sPecies of birds, 26 of these
waterfowl, have been identified at Radnor.
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